Is this a likely diagnosis ?' If so, the interest lies in the sex of the child. The ordinary form is a sex-linked recessive, but in a girl it cannot be inherited in this way. And if the same condition is inherited in two different ways, is it the same condition ? Probably not. Have neurologists noted clinical differences in cases in girls, from the ordinary type of case in families in which only boys are affected, and the condition is transmitted by the females ?
S. B., male, aged 10 years, only child of normal parents not related by blood. First seen at the age of 2 years and 7 months. At this time and for some years afterwards he had mucus in the stools. Apart from this he has only had the usual specific fevers. As a baby he was fat and until recently was no thinner than the average boy. For the last six months his face has become progressively thinner and now shows the characteristic appearance of early lipodystrophia ( fig. 1 ). liIe is spare, and I am doubtful if there has been any loss of fat from the arms and upper part of the bodv.
Can anything be done to elucidate the vetiology of this condition ? The cause could not be biochemical seeing that only the fat above the waist is affected. It is more likely to come into the province of the neurologist. The photographs show the change which has taken place in the boy. One was taken when he was a baby, in 1921, another in 1928, another in 1930 (see fig. 2 ): fig. 1 is from a verv recent one.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said that this was one of the very few marked cases of the condition (with involvement of the whole of the upper trunk) which had been described in males; it was typical in every way. One such case sufficed to upset the idea that the female sex was an essential factor in causation, though at first it was generally accepted to be so. In most of the male cases the face was the only part affected. In the present case the condition had commenced at about the usual age and one could not be sure that the colitis acted even as an exciting cause. Fattening treatment would probably fatten only the non-affected parts of the body.
Two Cases of Pulmonary Fibrosis.-HAZEL H. CHODAK GREGORY, M.D. (I) J. P., aged 3 years and 9 months. First seen at 2 years 9 months. Breastfed till 6 months. Bronchopneumonia first at 6' months. Kept in hospital 4i months and fed on Nestle's milk. Pigeon breast noticed by mother on discharge. Broncho-
